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eluſun is made. with an Exhortation to return, 


S every Man's Salvation 1s his Principal Concern, 
and ought to be the chief end of all his Under- 
takings, ſo no Action whatſoever can be juſtly 
lyable to Cenſure, that is either founded on that 
motive, or even tends to that deſign. But it 1s 
very unreaſonable to find fault with him, that 

ſhall change his'Sentiments of Religion, and conſequently make 
an open Profeſſion of it ; provided that he acts directly upon 
truly Chriſtian Motives, according to a real apprehenſion of 
the Truth, and a ſerious Conviction of the Conſcience. The 
only thing that in this Caſe is liable to Cenfure, being a baſe 
compliance with the thoughts of other Men, or-a change of 
the True Religion upon falſe inducements ; ſince neither God 
nor Man can be ſecure of his Fidelity, whom Intereſt can bribe 
to act againſt his Conſcience. _ 
It is therefore no ſmall Satisfaction unto. me, and I believe 
alſo to the reſt of all your Friends, that being well acquainted 
with your former Converſation, we believe your ſincerity in 
all that you have done, and that no Temporal - advantage (the 
too common ſpur of mean and fickle Spirits) could ever incline 
Te B YOur 
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your thoughts to entertain a Notion, but as you were Pper- 
{waded of and confided in its Truth. So that either the want 
of a due Conſideration in reſpect of your Motives to believe, 
or ſome great miſtake in your Notion of Religion, and that as 
well in reſpect of the Faith which you deſerted, as of that 
which you embrace, have ever appeared to me as the reaſon of 
your Change ; that you ſhould quit thoſe Principles wherein 
you were Bred, for ſuch as upon enquiry can never appear un- 
t9 you, either fo Rational or ſo Chriſtian. As it 1s the duty 
of every Chriſtian therefore, to endeavour the ſatisfaction of 
his offended Brother. and to rectifie thoſe Errors that have ſe- 
duc'd him from the Faith, ſo I think my ſelf obliged, by the 
ſpecial tyes of Friendſhip, to be peculiarly concerned in your 
Reſtitution, apd, not only to diſcover to yon, the Sophiſtry of 
thoſe Arguments that have tmpoſed upon yay, hat alſo to ex- 
plain thafe Truths, whexewith you ſeem unacquainted, 

For if the account be true, which I have had of your Deſer- 
tion,your Motives to leave the Church of England, and Embrace 
the Communion of the Church of Rome, were theſe : A deſire 
to live more truly in the Communion of the Catholick Church 


.and to become more Orthodox in your Faith and Worſbip. If 


then I can make it evident that you were miſtaken in hoth theſe 
great Propofals, and that a contrary event in both, is-the ſure 
reſult of this your undertaking ; It will be reafonable to expect 
your Repentance for what you have doye, and a Reconcilati- 
on to that Mother whom you have forſaken. © 

$ x. How the firſt of theſe Propoſals covld ever influence 
your PraQtice, is a very hard thing to be imagined; or why 
you ſhould phanſfie now, that you are more in the Communion 
of the Catholick Church, than you were among us before your 
Change, is really a Conceit that I cannot find the ground of. 
Since the common impoſition by the Name of Catholick, muſt be 
too ſlight to move.a Man of Learning : When the Name of 
Roman Catholzck 1s but an uſurpt Title, that carries little lefs 
than a contradiction in the terms. I know indeed, there is an 
Error in the Notion of Church-Government, that is too pre- 


valent with many Chriſtians, and may poſlibly ſeduce them 


trom the Truth of their Religion, to ſubmit unto thoſe Laws 


that cart oblige them : And that 1s, That the Government of 
archical, and 


the Catholick Church on Earth is Originally Mon 
5 conſequently 
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conſequently that the Unity thereof conſiſts, in the due ſub- 
jetion of all the Members unto the Dominion of one Univer- 
{ſal Biſhop. So that no Man can bea Chriſtian, or in the Com- 
munion of the Catholick Church, but he that will ſubmit unto 
the Pope's Authority, But in Truth it is fully evideat from 
the KO from the Conſtitution of the Church, and from 
the practice of all Chriſtians in the Primitive Ages, that the 
Government of the Church .on Earth, is Ariſtocratical, and 
that the Unity thereof, doth eminently conſiſt in the Commu- 
nion of all its Members. So that every Perſon that makes Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and lives in the Communion of 
any particular Church or Society of Chriſtians, heis certainly in 
the Communion of the Catholick Church of Chrait ; and accord- 
ing to the ſincerity of his Profeſſion, he hath an undoubted Right 
unto all her Promiſes. For firſt the Scriptures do exprefly tell 


us?, that Chriſt Selected not one alone, but twelve Apoſtles, « yur.x.r. 
and * that he gave them all bat one Commiſſion jointly, as well Mark iii. 
as made them by it all equal in Authority : "That he was fo far + 
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from conſtituting one as his Vicar upon Earth, with an Abſo- 
lute Dominion over all his Brethren, that he forbad ſuch Am- 
bition as difagreeable with his Laws, and Ordained Humility 
to be their way of Government. Ye know (faith he, Mat.xx.25.) 
that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominim over them, and 
they that are great, exerciſe authority upon them, But it ſhall not 
be ſo among you : but whoſoever will be great among you, let bim 
be your Miniſter : And whoſoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your Servant. Intinating clearly, that Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority 1s not like the. Dominion of the Gentils, which was 
altogether managed in a Deſpotical way of Government : But 
as he himſelf was a pattern of Humility, and ſibrtitted unto 
Death for the.good of his People ; fo therr joint Power ſhould 
conſiſt in ſerving others, without any pretence untoa Tempo-- 
ral Domituon. St. Paul, therefore moſt evidently refers the 
building of the Bady of Chriſt (which is certainly the Catho- 
lick Church) not to any ane, but unto the Apoſtles in-the plu- 
ral number, Ephef. iv. 11, 12, and although-he was himſelf the. 
laſt of all that Order, being, as he faith, 1 Cor. xv. 8, 9. the leaſt 
of the Apoſtles, as one that was born out of due time. Yet he afſures 
the Galatians, Galat. ii. 7. that in point of Authority in the 
Church of Chriſt, he was inferior unto no Man, in that the 

B 2. Goſpel 
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Goſpel of the Uncircumciſtion was committed unto him, as 
that of the Circumciſion was to Peter. And conſequently then, 
St. Peter's Principality (if he had any) was limited to the Jews 
that were Converted to the Faith, and not extended to the 
Gentils, over whom he nere preſided, So that in this 
pretence of a Succeſſion from the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
the Pope can have no claim to a Juriſdiction 1n our Countries, 
except he can derive our Pedigree from thoſe of the Cir- 

cumciſfion, - * of T 
But to manifeſt more clearly, that the Church of Rome is 
not the whole Tree or Body of Chriſtians, no nor ſo much as 
the Root thereof, St. Paul not only reckons her among the 
Branches, Rom. X1. 17. but doth expreſly admoniſh her not to 
uſurp Dominion, as if he were ſuſpicious of her future great- 
neſs, Ms 29-1035 (faith he) 131 xaddur, Do not boaſt againſt, or 
rather. do not inſult over the Branches, But if thou boaſt, or inſult 
- thus, thou beareſt not the root, but the root thee. Ib. v. 18. And 
laſtly, to-ſhew the World farther, that it was but a particular 
Church, and not the Catholick, to whom he wrote that Epiſtle 
to the Romans ; he threatens her, v. 22. with being cut off or 
totally deſtroyed, if ſhe continueth not in the Goodneſs of 
God : Whereas Chriſt hath expreſly promiſt to his Univerſal 
Church, that the: Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt hey, 
Mat. xvi. 18, If any, Man ſhall urge againſt me, that the 
Church to whom our Saviour made this promiſe, muſt he 
founded on St. Peter (as the Text expreſſes 1t) and conſequent- 
ly it can be no other but the Church of Rome, who claims all 
her Rights and Priviledges from him. I anſwer, 1/*. That 
the whole Church of Chriſt may be ſaid in ſome Senſe, to have 
been built upon St. Peter ; in that he was the firſt of the Apo- 
ſes, that Preacht the Goſpel after the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon them; and it is obvious, that: by his Sermon {ſo 
many were Converted to the Faith, that a Church was 
founded thereby at Jeruſalem ; and this being the firſt Fruits 
of the Chriſtian Religion, the whole Building might pro- 
perly be [repreſented by it ; and fo that Promiſe of our Savi. 
our doth not reſpe& the Church of Rome, whatſoever her 
pretences are, but. the whole Society or Body of Chriſtians. 
2dly, That St. Auguſtine in Expounding of that Text,. tells 
| us, 
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us 3, that by the Rock, Chritt meant =» Sic me ſepiſſime ſic expoſuiſſe quod 2 
himſelf, and not St. Peter : Andialſo, Pomino diftum eft : Tu eft Petrus, @ 


at St. Peter 1 ſuper hanc Petram edificabo Ecclefiam 
that St. Peter 15 not to be _underitood meam, ut ſuper hunc intelligeretur quem 


in that place, and many other in the confeſſus eſt Petrus, dicens tu es Chriſtus 
Scripture, as a lingle Perſon, but as filius Dei vivi: ac fi Petrus ab hac 
tully repreſenting the whole Society or Petri appellatus perſonam Eccleſie figu- 


Body of Chriſtians, to whom the Pro- 7'*t, 44s ſuper hanc Petram &dificatur, 


miſes were made, and all thoſe Fa- F vs Th CON Pn EN OO 


| | . ſt 11 tu es Petra, ſed tu es 
VourS glVCN. For ChrittP's Queſtion Petrus; Petra autem erat Chriſtas, 
In that place, Was evidently propoſed quem confeſſus Simon (/icut tota Eccleſia 
to all the Diſciples, and fo the An- confitetur ) diftus eft Petrus. Auguſt, 


ſwer to it appears in the name of all; oo We $27 Ml. TOs 3: C020, 


and whatever gift or promuſe Was Non enim ſine cauſa inter omnes Apo- 
thus made to One, is to be underſtood fotos hujus Eccleſie Catholice perſonam 
as having a reſpect to all : Since it is /ſuſtiner Petrus : huic enim Eccleſie 
evident, that there is no one particu- ves reent czlorum date ſunt , cum 


: Petro dats ſunt ; (f cum ei dicitur, ad 
lar Benefit or Power Sl anted by our omnes dicitur amas me ? Paſce oves meas. 


Saviour unto St. Peter, but what the 1h, -de. agon, Chriſt, cap. 30. Tom. 3. 
reſt of the Apoſtles (as the Fathers col. 776. —_ 
have obſerved) had an equal Right to, ©#15- Petro rotms Eccleſia figuram 
and as great a Concern in, And if we hag a. Exifl, 265, Tom, 2. 
conſult our Eccleſiaſtical Records, we Col. 751. 

ſhall find this Commiſſion to be Execu- 7 

ted thus 4 ; and (although St. Paul tells * Em? mouv Tegie mv Av 9 go y- 
us, that the care of all the Churches NN Re as he be 
came upon him daily, 2 Cor. xi. 28.) ,,,,; it phuare dvrar, vide 
yet both in planting of the Church, Euleb. Hiſtor. Eccl. 1, 2. cap. 3. 

and in Governing it being planted, k- 

no one ſingle Perſon prefhded over all, but they acted all 

alike as Members of a Society. And when they were called 

away by God to be rewarded for their Labours, they left the 

ſame Form of Government with the Biſhops their Succeſlors, 

who maintained it conſtantly for ſeveral Ages foilowing. And 
whenever any Diſpute or Controverlie aroſe among them, that ,a@ yi.2, 
was deſtructive to their Faith or Diſcipline (as it was obſerved The twelve 


among the Apoſtles themſelves before 5) they toox care cnng oy | 
| mallmae 


of the Diſciples unto them, and ordained ſeveral Deacons to tabe care of the Poor, | 
Aﬀs xv.6. And the Apoſtles came together fer to confider of this matter, viZ. whether 
it were neceſſary for che Gentiles to be Circumciſed and ro keep the Law of Moſes 3 
which was afterward determined by them, v. 23. . 
Or 
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for to decide it in a Synod or Aſſembly, And we never find 
that any ſingle Perſon under the pretence, either of being In- 
fallible, or of having a Supream Power over all the reft, did 
undertake for to determine what was thus Diſputed ; but the 
Decree of the whole Church was required to decide it. as 
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7 Vide Euſeb. Hiſt, Eccl. 1. 4. cap.15. 
(9 22. etiaml. s, C. 1.4, 23. OG |. 7: 
C, 29. (F 30. 

* Hoc erant utique cateri Apoſtoli quod 
fuit Petrus, pari conſortio prediri of h1- 
noris (oy poteſtatis, ſed exordium ab uni- 
tate proficiſcitur. Primatus Petro datur 
C ratione ſcilicet ordinis, non juriſaietonts, 
at obſeruvatu dignum eft) ut una Chriſti 


Eccleſia, (y una Cathedra monſtretur, - 


Cyprian. Je Unitat. Eccleſte, pag. 254. 
eN. PariC. 164}. item. 

Epiſcopatns unus eft, cujus a ſingulis in 
folidum pars tenetur. Ib. 

9 Vide the Caſe of Marci9n, Excoms- 
municated by his Farher the Biſhop 
of Synope in Pontus, as It 1s related by 
Epiphanius : And the proceedings of 
Syneſius againſt Andronicus, concern- 
10g the Excommunicared Perſons in 
the Church of Ptolema7s. Boch which 
could rot - be received inro the Com- 
munion of the Church of Rome, with- 
our. particular Sarisfatiion in their re- 
ſpe&ive Churches ; as ir is obſerved 
by Mr. Thorndike, Epilog. to the Tra- 
gedy of the Church of England. 
1. to TOs 


the regular Act of the whole Socie- 
ty ©: Some of the Biſhops being ſtill 
aſſembled in a Synod or Council, and 
the reſt ſubmitting unto their determi- 
nations, Thus their Unity was main- 
tained 1n the matters of greateit mo- 
ment, and by their 7 Zitere Formate, 
or circular Epiſtles in all the things of 
{maller conſequence ; and ſo they pre- 
ſerved themſelves entire, as one So- 
ciety or Body of Chriſtians; not by 
any Snpertority of one over the reſt, 
but by the right hand of fellowſhip 
from one to another 5, And each of 
them was ſo perſwaded of the Unity 
of the Catholick Church which was 
thus preſerved, that whoſoever was 
excluded from the Commuonion of any 
one particular Church, he was ad- 
jadged as cut off from the Communi- 
on of the whole : And could not be 
received into another Congregation, 
untll he was reconciled unto that 
Church which he offended 9. So that 
the Catholick Church of Chriſt can- 
not be confined to any Country, nor 
yet limited or reſtrained to one pecu- 
har Governour : but it contains the 
whole Body or Society of Chriſtians, 
even all that are Baptized into the Co- 
venant of Grace. And as every par- 
ticular Church is at Unity in her ſelf, 
by the ſubmiſſion or agreement of al] 
her Members under one Governour, 
ſo 1s the Unity ofthe Catholick Church 

maintained 


[7] 


maintained by the agreement or correſpondence of thoſe Go-: 
yernours, whereby they do compoſe one Catholick Society. 

And therefore it 1s well obſerved, that there can be no more 

neceſſity of an Univerſal Biſhop to eftabliſh and maintain this 

Unity in the Church, than there 1s of an Univerſal Monarch, 

to keep Peace and Commerce in the World : Since agreement 

among the Biſhops, 1s as fufficieat to the one, as correſpon- 
dence among Princes, 1s unto the other. And as there cannot 
poſlibly be more than one Catholick Church, becauſe it con- 
tains all Chriſtians, and conſequently all particular Churches 
whatſoever : So no one particular Society of Chriſtians (tet 
its extent be never {o great, or Members numerous) can juſtly 
lay a claim unto that Title. Nor on the other hand, can any 
particular Church ceaſe to be a Member of this Catholick, as 
long as ſhe continues Chriſtian, that is, as long as ſhe retaineth 
the Holy Scriptares as the word of God and expounds their 
meaning by Catholick Tradition. And confequently then,no Soct- 
ety of Chriſtians can be denied this priviledge or any otherRight 
and Claim which the Catholick Church pretends to, until they 
do renounce the Faith, and ceafe to be Chriſtians, and ſo are 
no longer Members of the Body of Chriſt. 

That the Church of Rome therefore is the Catholick Church, 
upon account, either of its Authority or comprehenfion, is no 
more a Truth, than that a part is the whole ; the terms being 
equally evident, and therefore as plain in the concluſion. 
And if the Church of Rome is but a particular Church, and ſo 
a Member only of the Catholick : The Charch of England alſo 
muſt have an equal claim unto the fame Right and Title, while 
no one can deny, that ſhe 1s Chriſtian: And therefore ſhe 
cannot loſe her Property m the Promiſes of her Saviour, till 
ſhe quits that Chriſtianity whereon they are founded. Whence 
it evidently follows, that all the Members of the Church of 
England, are equally qualified for all Priviledges in Religion, 
and all Advantages in refpe& of the Catholick Church, which 
any Member of the Church of Rome can have a jaft claim or 
reaſon to pretend to. 

$. 2. Thisis a Truth of fo much Evidence, that all the An- 
tient Chriſtians, even in the Church of Rome believed it; other- 
wiſe their Decree. agamſt Re-baptizing 


. Sag 9 Vide Caranz, Sum, Concil. 
Hereticks '*, made by Pope Cornehus, carchaginenſ, pag. 68. edit. Ro- 


and. confirmed after by Pope Stephen, chomag.16 55, aſt 
INUIT 


ES] 


muſt contradi& the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
deny Salvation unto Penitent Believers : For if no Man can be a 
Chriſtian, but he that is in the Communion of the Catholick 
Church, and ** Baptiſm 1s not Sacramen- 
11 Peter Eccleſia ſocietatem aqua tal nor Beneficial to Salvation, where the 
baptiſmi non valet ad ſalutem, ſed Perſon js excluded from the Society of 
potius ad perniciem. Auguſtin, con- (2; 4;..3s : Such Baptiſm then muſt be ne- 

tra Manich. Libr. 12. cap. 17. : | 
Tom. 6. col. 264. cellary to Salvation, as doth make a Man 
a Chriſtian and a Member of that Society. 
If any Perſon therefore that is Baptized by one, whom you call 
Heretick, and with whoſe Church you will not Communicate, 
be notwithſtanding this fo much a Chriſtian, as that he is to 
be Baptized no more ; but if he ſhall change his Religion and 
become a Convert to the Church of Rome, they will receive 
him 1nto their Communion, but never permit him to be Bap- 
tized again : I fay then, this is a fair Conceſſion from them- 
ſelves, that they Believe that he was a Chriſtian, and conſe- 
quently a Member of the Body of Chriſt, before he was actu- 
= 70h, xvy.ally of their Communion. For the Scripture tells *2 us, that 
2, every Branch (although it is unfruitful, yet it) abideth in the 
Vine, until it 1s cut off, viz. by an Apoſtacie from the Faith 
nor can any new Branch be grafted in, but by that ' Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, which Chriſt ordained for it. And therefore-it is 
evident, that tnoſe Antient Fathers did not believe 'that all 
Men were Apoitates, who differed from them in Opinion as 
to Religion, but acknowledged that they were {till Chriſtians 
though Erroneous, and therefore would not repeat their Bap- 
tiſm which was compleat before, but received them Charitably 
by the Impoſition of Hands, Which is a ſufficient Evidence, 
that the Catholick Church of Chriſt is more extenſive than the 
Church of Rome, and that a Chriſtian may be a Member of 
the one, although he is not actually in the Communion of 

the other. 

And therefore it is obſervable even at this day, that in the 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm in the Church of Rome, no Man is 
obliged by his Baptiſmal Vow to believe their own Articles or 
Conſtitutions, but only to Profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, as it is 
in common with all other Chriſtians ; and which 1s not ſufh- 
cient in a ſtate-of Maturity, to qualifie any Perſon to be of 
their Communion. And conſequently then thoſe Articles are 


not 
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not neceſſary in order to be a Chriſtian, although the proper 
Standard of the Church of Rome : But a Man may be a Mem- 
ber of the Catholick Church, that is not preciſely one of her 
Communion. There is a Famous A& Recorded of the 
 Donatiſts in Africa "3, that is exa&tly parallel with our preſent *? Cod. 
caſe, They being ſcarce a National or particular Chureh, . but Covell. 
rather a broken part or fra&tion of one, yet poſitively decreed * 9 7: 
themſelves to be the Catholick Church of Chriſt, and in a Sy- 
nod of their own party, formally Excommunicated all other 
Chriſtians, that would not ſubmit unto their determinations. 
But certainly, no Rational Man wall fay, that that Decree fo 
made, was True and Authentick, or that all the Chriſtian 
Church was obliged to ſubmit unto it, and to be concluded by 
it, becauſe it was boldly delivered as a Truth, and confident- 
ly aſſerted with over-great aſſurance, by a company of Men, 
that called themſelves a Council : But rather on the contary, 
ſuch an ACt 1s to be derided, and the Cenſure laught at, as 
contrary to Reaſon and all Humane Conſtitutions, which leave 
all Perſons in their perfe&t Liberty, until by themſelves it is 
ſubmitted. And therefore St. Au- 

uſtines Argument *4 againſt them,isas 4 cup ergo fatearis me converſum ad. 
ully unanſwerable in reſpe& of us, who chriftianam fidem, cum ego nec ad Do- 
make the ſame Plea againſt the Charch natiftas nec ad Rogatiſtes converſus ſum, 


| fine ulla dubitatione confirmas, preter Do- 
of Rome. For it you confeſs that I am a natifte; & drater Raneilar whe Chriftie- 


Chriſtian, (although I am no Papsſ) Af 7 apt 
you declare then, that the Chriſtian = 4 Augult, Eplit. 4%. 10M. 2 


Faith is openly profeſt without the 

Communion of the Church of Rome, And whoſoever will 
endeavour to reduce the Catholick Church to ſucha narrow com- 
paſs, muſt be Guilty of the Schiſm that is occaſioned by it, in 
excluding ſo many Chriſtians from the Communion of Saints. 

F. 3. But that the Church of Rome might render it ſelf 
more a particular Church,and leſs the Catholick (if poſſible) than 
any other is, ſhe hath of late years ſtreightned her own extent 
extreamly, by ſetting ſuch new limits and reſtraints on her 
Communion, as former Ages never heard of, nor the Catho- 
lick Church ever preſcribed or exacted, © 
Thus Purgatory "5 was far from being '5 Qut hoc credunt (ſcilicet doffrinam 


: : ; de igne purgatorio poſt hanc titam) <7 ta- 
an Article of Faith, and neceſſary to men Catholici ſunt, human quadam bene- 


Salvation in the days of St. Aug uſrine, vlentia mihi falli videntur. Aug, Erchi- 
Or the Worſhiping of Images, from rid, ad Laurent, Cap. 67. T. 3.x, 175. 
being 


DN © 
 ,_, being a Duty in Religion hefore the 
OM Mele Offs WS NR ſecond Council of Nice *5, So; that 
| 4 EY < m" LI Mel: Sore : 5 Wn 
fant, wi h3bidinibus Yak ut oblit; with OL be] eVIng things Unat are val 
ſint quicquid promiſerint Deo. Novi mul- Credible, viz. Tranſubſtantiation, the 
tos efſe ſepulcrorum O& picfurarum adorato- Infallibutty of the Pope, oc. And do- 
res. Ofc. angeht by mor, Eccl, Cath. ing things that are unpracticable, viz, 
_ Vide Fe. Fertuli, & Idololatr. & Worſhuping the Holt, and the Vir- 
Gregor. Epiſt. libr. 9. Ep. 9. gin Mary, @c.. no Man can be admit- 
ted now mnto her Communzon, but a 
Man, that 1s a real and moit faithful Chriſtian, that believeth 
in and conformeth himſelf to. the Holy Scriptures, and alſo 
doth expound them 1n hard places, according to the Faith and 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians : Yet notwithſtanding all 
this, he 1s excluded by her as being an Infidel, and as. far as in 
her lyeth, is deprived of the common Benefits, and. the 
Priviledges of a. Chriſtian, Whereas-the Church: 'which you 
Deſerted, 1s. evidently in this: Caſe conformable; to the Catho- 
lick, in that any faithful Chriſtian of any other particular 
Communion, if he doth believe the Scriptures, and underſtand: 
them in the Senſe of the Univerſal Church (as. it 1s delivered 
by, the four General Councils). which you muſt alſo own: to: be 
the Catholick Faith, if your Opinion. differs. 'not: from: that; of 
Athanaſius : If this Man, I fay, doth make it: his buſineſs. to, 
hve up unto thoſe Rules, he is freely admitted into: her Com- 
munion, and may publickly enjoy. all the common Rights.and 
Benefits of a Chriſtian, without any other Injunction or Impo- 
ſition on his Conſcience. For none of her Articles are pro- 
pounded. with. Anatbema”s, nor is there-ſo much as a. bar trom 
herCommunion intucted on thoſe Perſons that do.not Subſcribe 
them; hut (as their Title ſhews. us). they were- compoſed for 
Peace, for the avoiding of diverſity of Opinions, and for the 
Eſtabliſhing of conſent touching True Religion. For ſhe 
never did believe, that any Society on- Earth (as the Church.of 
Rome. aſſerts. it of her ſelf 77); had 
7 Licet C hriſtus poſt cenam inflituit & Power. either to alter or. to, add: unto 
ſuis diſcipulis adminiſtraverit_ ſub utraque; the Faith, or to contradict the Inſtity- 


Jpecte pants O = a eat 1K oy tion-of 'our Saviour, and' the. practice 
mentumtamen hoc non obſtapte ſacrorum ca cn go ee PE | 
nonume. authoritas. OF approbata. conſuetudo of the Primitive Chriſtians, with a 


Eceleſte ſeruguit (5, ſervaty, KC. bold tamen.or non obſtante to them, or 
| SEED ever to: impole-new. Articles.of Faith 
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upon the People, as abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry unto their Salvation, which the 
Primitive Chriſtians for ſome hundreds 
of years, were never known to have 
thought, or heard of, So that (ac- 
cording to your own Notion) it to 
be Catholick, 1s to be of no Party nor 
Faction in Religions Matters, but a 
Chriſtian in full latitude and in reſpe& 


Licet in primitiva Eccleſia hujuſmodi 
Sacramentum r«ciperetur a fidelibus ſub u- 
traque ſpecte, tamen' hec conſuetudo ad 
evitandum aliqua pericula QF ſcandala eff 
ratimmabiliter introdudia, Fc. Concil, 
Conftantienſ. Seff, 13. 

Inſuper, Synodus Tridentina declarat, 
quamvuis Redemptor nofter in ſuprema illa 
cena hoc. Sacramentum in duabas ſpecitebus 
inſtitverit, & Apoſtolis tradiderit : ta- 


men fatendum eſſe, etiam ſub altera ſpecie 
tantum, totum atque integram Chriffum, 
verumque Sacramentum ſuum. Concil, 
Trident, Seff. 5; can. 3. 


of the Church in general, ſince every 
Member of the Univerſal Church muſt 
adjoin himſelf to fome particular 
Societyzhe that is in the Communion of _ 
the Charch of England, muſt appear to live in the Communion of 
the Catholick Church, more than any Member of the Charch of 
Rome : And you were ſtrangely miſtaken im your Sentiments of 
Religion, when in this Notion of the Catholick Church you 
quitted the one Communion, and Embra©d the other. 

_ I. 4. But perhaps you will tell me, that the Church of Rome 
is truly Cathohick, not ſo mnch upon: account of its extent or 
comprehenſion, or even the terms of Communion in her, as 
for her Antiquity and Catholick DoQrin 3 in that, ſhe appears 


the ſame from the days of the Apoſtles, while the Church of 
England, as it 1s now eſtabliſht, ſeems to take her date from the 


Reformation of her. If theſe ſhould be your thoughts, there 

are two particulars that deſerve to be conlidered by you. 

1/t. That no Article of Faith is maintained in the Church of 

England as neceſſary to Salvation, but what is evidently found- 

ed on the Holy Scriptures *5, and conſequently hath been be- * Ar, 6. 

lieved and received as ſuch, by every true Chriſtian from the 

Primitive Ages. So that you cannot inſtance any one particu- 

lar, that we hold as ſuch, to which the univerſal rule of Ca- 

tholick Doctrin, may not be eafily and ptoperly applyed, viz. 

Ab omnibus ubique & ſemper fuit creditum, It was at all tines, 

and in all places, and by all Men believed. Whereas every 

particular, wherein the Church of Rome doth differ from her, 

18 alſo evidently of alater date ; and it 1s eafie toinſrance, when- 

ever you require it, if not the particular time when it was in- 

troduc'd, at leaft a certam Age when 1t was not ſo believed. 

And conſequetitly then the Do&rin of the Church of Rome, 
C 2 as 
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as ſhe is at variance with the Church of England, cannot with any 
Truth be ſtiled Catholick, nor as it is ſuch, be the-occaſion of 
your Change. : | Ee noe 
+ &. 5. The Second particular 15, that the Reformation of any 
thing, doth not extirpate 1s former being, and new make it, 
nor yet eſſentially change it from the ſame thing that it was 
before ; but only re&ifying what was formerly amiſs, and re- 
moving all things that were repugnant to 1ts Nature, it leaves 
the Being eſſentially the ſame, but renders 1t abundantly more 
pure and illuſtrious. The Church of England therefore, cannot 
be truly ſaid to have loſt or changed any of the Fundamentals 
of the Chriſtian Religion by her Reformation, or any wiſe to 
ceaſe from being the ſame Church that it was before ; ſince 
whatſoever was received by the Primitive Chriſtians, ſhe ſtill 
holdeth, believeth, and openly profeſleth ; and whatſoever 
was not ſo, ſhe never could eſteem as part of her Religion. 
And ſhe hath made no change, either in her Faith or Practice, 
but by rejecting of ſuch Unchriſtian Novelties, as 1n the times 
of Ignorance and oppreſſing Tyranny were fly introduc'd, 
and forcibly impoſed upon her. Whereas in the Canons of 
the Council of Trent (which do comprrize the Faith, and regu- 
late the Communion of the Church of Rome) not only many 
things reputed by the Ancient Fathers, as uncertain, (for in- 
ſtance,Purgatory "9 (as 1 ſhewed before) 
9 Tale aliquid (ſcilicet, Purgatio 2 but alſo ſome that are evidently falſe, 
peccatis ) etiam poft hanc vitam fiert in- 2yjz, Tranſubſtantiation, as wili ap- 


_—_— _— L owt E ' pear hereafter) are not only therein 


cap. 69. Tom, 3. col, 176. vide etiam, determined, and as Articles of your 
IFN Faith, made a part of your Religion, 
but alſo delivered to us with an Ana- 
thema to Unbelievers, and as the expreſs terms of the Com- 
munion. If therefore you will ſay, that the Religion or the 
Being of a Church, is to take its beginning from the laſt 
iyſtem of the Chriſtian Faith, or the laſt Cog of Diſcipline 
that was Eſtabliſht in her ; and will conſider farther, that the 
Faith of a Chriſtian, is to be meaſured # credendis, not 4 ne- 
gatis, from the points to he believed, not thoſe uncertainties 
that are deny'd by him; You will find 1t neceſlary +to 
acknowledge , that the Old Religion is maintained in the 
Cburch of England, and that that of the Church of Rome is of. a 


6 later 


| 124 3 
later date : Since the Church of England (as I ſhew*d before) 
ſtands by the Primitive Rule of Faith, and what ever was ſo 
determined by the firſt four General Councils; and this with- 
out the mixture of any Secular Notions, or any thing that is 
oppoſite, either to Reaſon or the Scriptures ; and conſequent- 
ly then, ſhe profeſſeth the ſame Faith, and the ſame Religion, 
which ſhe ever did, and 1s not eſſentially changed ſince ſhe was 
firſt Eſtabliſh*d. But the Church of Rome hath evidently made 
many changes and innovations, both in Faith and Practice, and 
hath impoſed new Articles as neceſlary to Salvation, which 
were never ſo reputed before her Injunction. And therefore 
in point of Dodtrin as alſo, ſhe cannot be truly called the 
Catholick Church, nor on that account- have drawn you to her 
Communion. TS 

F. 6. As to your ſecond Motive, founded upon the Excel- 
lence, both of Faith and PraQtice, which you ſuppoſed in the 
Church of Rome, as that it is more Orthodox than the Church of 
England : Should I Examine at large every particular Diſputa- 
tion, into which this Point may lead us, to determine it, and 
which 1s already extant and diſcuſt fully upon this Subject ; it 
would probably require more time than I can have leiſure to 
expend, and withal, would ſeem impertinent to my preſent 
deſign, which is your Satisfaction, with all brevity and plaineſs : 
Eſpecially, when ſo much hath been ſaid already by more 
Learned Perſons, that it is almoſt as impoſlible to add - to, as 
to anſwer their Arguments ; and I cannot but ſuppoſe, that 
you are acquainted with them, although you ſeem not ſatisfied 
nor convinced by their Evidence. It is certainly ſufficient in 
this caſe, to have recourſe but to our foundation ; that our 
Faith and Worſhip both, are wholly founded upon the Scrip- 
tures, have the conſent of the Univerſal Church, backt with 
Reaſon and an uninterrupted Practice, which warrants and 
maintains whatever we hold as neceſlary, againſt the force of 
all manner of Opponents. Whereas, the Doctrin and De- 
yotion of the Church of Rome, is chiefly built upon a looſe Tra- 
dition, .or rather indeed, the Proje&s and Inventions of Mo- 


naſtick Votaries ; ſuch ® as True Religion cannot countenance, - af 

< 01s Corte 

flus audiendus eft, non debemus attendere quid alius ante nos factendum putaverit, ſed quid 

qui ants omnes eſt, Chriftus prior fecerit. Neque enim hominis conſuetudinem ſequi oportet, ſea 
Det veritatem, Cyprian, Epiſt, 63. ad Czcilium, pag. 149. 

nor 
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' nor the Law of God be perſwaded to comply with. In'fo 


much, that ſhould a Stranger but inſpect -our Churches, and 
knowing only that God 4s a Spirit, and that they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and ia Truth ; ſhould he exa- 
mine the grounds and circumſtances of Publick Devotion in 
them, he would diſcover clearly the Nature of our Religion, 
both conſonant to Reaſon and the God we Worſhip ; while 
the other is hid in Ceremonies, burkd in external Formalities, 
and makes but a meer ſhew or pageant of Devotion. | 

F. 7. But ſince however, there is one particular caſe of mo- 
ment, in deciding whereof, this Queſtion may be reſolved 


alſo, viz, Whither the Church of Rome, or Church of England, 


is more Pure and Orthodox, both in Faith and Worſhip ? It 
will not be amiſs to enquire into it briefly, and compare our 
Faith and Practice, in relation to the Sacrament, which 1s the 
moſt Solemn branch of our Devotion. For I] ſhall ever ac- 


\-. knowledge it as an obligation from you, if you will be fair in 


this particular, and communicate your own Thoughts freely 
without prevarication, whether you can ſubmit your Reaſon 
in this particular, to that Doctrin of your Church, that is 
ſo much againſt it! Whither you can believe in your Con- 
ſcience, as it is openly profeſt, that a Prieſt by Conſecrating 
Bread and Wine according to the Miſlal, can change their 
ſubſtance into that of God ? Or {ſo Eſtabliſh the Divinity in 
thoſe Creatures , or under the covert of their Accidents, 
as really to make them, or what you ſee upon the Table, in 
their Shape, to become a proper Object to be Worſhipt and 
Adored ! For ſince nothing can be more abſurd, nor indeed 
more criminal in Religion, than to apply God's Worſhip to 
any thing that is not God ; there is nothing leſs than a belief 
of this particular, that can be pleaded by you, to juſtifie your 
Practice, when you Worſhip and Adore the Conſecrated Hoſt 
in the conſtant Exerciſe of your Publick Devotion. Let us 
enquire therefore, I beſeech you, into the foundation of this 
Faith, and how this Notion. (which appears 1mpoſlible to Man- 
kind) ſhould come to have that Credit in the Church, as to be 
made a Principle of the Chriſtian Religion ; and not only be 


received as an Articleof Faith,but to be made the ground-work 
alfo of ſuch a dangerous Practice. a 


$. 8. The 
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Lo 


of his own Budy and Blood. 


cally, tells us ?*,. that our Blefled Savi- 
our at: the Inſtitution of his. Holy: Sup- 
per , changed the ſubſtance of the 
Bread and Wine, into the fubſtance 
For ſay- 
ing of the Bread, This is my Body, 
and of the. Wine, This. is my Blood, 
and in both: Expreſſions, being lite- 
rally to be underſtood by all Men, his 
Expreſſions: cannot be true, except 
this change: be really effected : It 
being impoſſible in a literal Senſe, 
that, the ſame thing at the ſame time, 


can be real Bread, and alſo the: Body: 


of Chriſt-;. and therefore they. believe 


that after ths words of Conſeeration 


are: pronounced, Chriſt hunfelf with 
his Body and Blood, his Soul and his 


Divinity,. and not any' longer Bread - 
and. Wine, do really: remaiy upon the 


Table: and ſo: they. Adore the Con- 
ſecrated: Hoſt, as being' really: then the 
Perſon of Chriſt, who 1s the: Saviour, 
God, and Judge: of all the World. 


Now, Sir, if you will. but ſeriouſly 


conſider all thoſe words, whick: our 
Saviour Chriſt hath { 


Dri] - 


 Verum Chriſti: corpus & ſanguis in 
Sacramento altaris (ub ſpeciebus panis 0 
vint veraciter continentur, tranſubſtantta- 
tis pane in corpus, of wvimno in ſanguinem 
poteftate Divina, Concil. Lateran, can. 1. 

$7 quis negaverit mirabilem illam (& 
ſungularem. converſionem totius ſubſtanti © 
panis in corpus (F totius ſubſt intie vin! in 
ſaneutnem, manentibus duntaxat ſpectebus 


pants OF vint: quam quidem converſionem 


Catholica Eccleſia aptiſſime Tranſubſtanti- 
ationem appellat, anathema. ſit, Concil, 
Trid, Seff, 3. can. 2. 

Hoc tam admirabile ſacramentum in 
altima cond Redemptorem noſtrum inſtitu= 
iſſe Santa. Synodus docet, cum poſt pants 
vinique benedifionem, ſe: ſunm_ipſias cor- 
pas illis prebere ac ſunum ſanguinem, de- 
ſertis ac perſpicuis verbis teftatus eſt. Quze 
verba 4 ſand1s Evangeliſtis commemorata, 
cum propriam-illam & apertiſſimam ſ1g- 
nificationem pre ſe ferant, ſecundum quam 
a patribus intellea: ſunt, (9'c. Concll. 
Trid. Seff. 3. can.. 3. 

Si quis negaverit in ſanfiſſuno Eucha« 
riſtie ſacramentocontineri vere realiter (5 
ſubſtuntialiter corpus- (F' ſanguinem, una 
cum anima (5 divinitate Domini noſtri 
Feſu- Chriſti , ac proinde tetum Chrt- 
flum, tc. Anathema ſit. Conc, Trid. - 
Sefl. 3. can. I. 


poken on this-SubjeRt, together with the 


end, detign, and occaſion of his ſpeaking them, it will not ap- 
pear dithcult to: prove clearly to-yon, Firſt, that thoſe words 
of: Chriſt are not thus literally: to be interpreted-z but directly 
contrary to this DoQrin, their true Senſe is altogether Spiri- 
tual and. Myſtical. And 2dly, That if they were literally to be 
underſtoodby all Men, even in the-utmoſt* Senſe” thoſe * words 
can bear, yet they will neither aſſert what. the ' Council: of 


Trent Decrees, 
the. Hoſt. 


nor | juſtifie: your Prattice in Worſhiping. 


S. 9. Firſt, I fay-vliat the Words of ' our Saviour Chriſt in 
the Inſtitution-of this:Sacrament, cannot he underſtood: in a 
literal Senſe, but:mult have a- figurative or myſtical ſfignift- 


cation, 
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cation. And this doth _ fully from the Nature of the 

_ thing, the Deſign of the Inſtitution, the Occaſion of the Ex- 
preſſion, and our Saviour's own Judgment as to their Inter- | 
pretat1on. 

As to the Nature of the thing, it is a ſufficient proof, that 
any Text of Scripture is not literally to be underſtood by Chri- 
ſtians, if its common reading contradicts the Rules of Senſe, 
and Principles of Philoſophy, or deſtroys the ground-work of 
all certainty and knowledge, and ſo roots up the foundation of 
Religion in general. And ifa Man,by being a Chriſtian, 1s to take 
thoſe words of Chriſt in a literal Senſe, and to believe, that that 
is Fleſh, which by his ſight, touch, taſt, and ſmell, he fully 
and clearly diſcovers to be Bread, all thoſe recited miſchiefs, 
are the neceſſary conſequence, and there can be no Rule of any 
certainty in Religion. In ſo much, that no Man can be ſure, 
that there is a Bible, or that any ſuch words as theſe we treat 
of, are Recorded in it ; or indeed, that any thing elſe is writ- 
ten in order to his Salvation, if he muſt not truſt his Senſes, 
being rightly diſpoſed in relation to a proper Objeqa, with a 
fit Medium. If you fay, that this is an improper Objea, be- 
cauſe it is a Subſtance, when Accidents alone do. incur the Sen- 
ſes. I ſay, that there 1s no other way to know a Subſtance, 
but by the Accidents that are proper to it ; and if it were poſ- 
ſible for all the Accidents that are proper to one Subject, to in- 
here another, it would be impoſſible to determine, which is 
which, or ever truly to diſtinguiſh any one thing from another. 
But it 1s alſo evident, that a Humane Bedy 1s the real thing we 
here treat of ; and that this is a proper Obje&t for our Senſes, 
appears plainly to us from the practice of our Saviour, in that 
he recurr*d unto them, even after his Reſurrection, and made 
them the only Judges of his Bodily Subſtance. Behold (faies he, 
Luke xx1v. 39.) my bands and my feet, that it is I my ſelf ; ban- 
dle and ſee, for a Spirit bath nt fleſh and bones as you ſee me have. 
So that either this Body of Chriſt ſuppoſed in the Sacrament, 
muſt be a proper Object for our Senſes, or 1t is not that Body 
of Chriſt wherewith he aroſe from the Dead : And the Prieſt 
muſt create another Body, ſuch as our Saviour never had, 

' before he can adapt it to this Doctrin of the Sacrament. It is 
therefore evidently a device of the School-Men, to impoſe 
upon the Vulgar, that they generally diſcourſe thus of the 


Objet 


[ 17 ] | 

Obje&-of one Science, in terms and notions that are peculiar 
to another; and inſtead of Matter and Form, wherein the Eſ- 
ſence of a Body doth conſiſt, and which do evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that every Humane Body doth conſiſt of Limbs, hath 
Fleſh and Bones with that Extent, Shape and Dimenſions that 
are proper to it, and whereof all Mankind are equally ſure and 
certain : All their Diſputations are about its Subſtance and its 
Accidents, which are Metaphyſical terms, and may agree with 
a Spirit, with whoſe Nature and Parts the wiſeſt Men are un- 
acquainted. And therefore abſtracting from the Senſes, where- 
in the leaſt intelligent are ſufficient Judges, they confound our 
Underſtanding in ſuch intricacies and quillets, that even they 
themſelves cannot explain their meaning. And therefore [ 
ſay, that either our Senſes muſt be Judges in this caſe, as well 
as other Bodies, or elſe that the Body 

of Chriſt is not a ?? proper Body, as * Chriſtum ubique totum preſentem eſſe 


Neſtorius heretofore did Heretically OT Lo bn 66g 
"ep | . templa Det eſſe tanquam inhabit antem,djum 
aſſert it 3 or elfe, that God hath ap oy in loco aliquo celi, propter wveri corpo- 


pointed here, an irreſiſtible deception ,j, wodum. Auguſt. ad "ls. 89, 
of all Mankind, continually in that T. Ke 285. : OE OT 
which 1s moſt evident, and ure to be 

relyed on, and how agreeable theſe are to the nature of Man, 

or to the juſtice of God (eſpecially if he ſhould puniſh us for 


being ſo deceived) I refer to any Man of reaſon to determine, 
I will not trouble you with the recital of any of thoſe Ar- 


ouments which demonſtrate this Change | 
to be impoſſible, 2 and that the Do- _ Vide The abſolute impoſſibility of 


| Tranſubſtantiation demonſirated by Mr. 


ctrin doth imply {0 many contradicti- Johnſon. 


ons, that it is no proper Object for Al- 
mighty Power. But this I muſt defire you to obſerve, that if 
a ſubſtantial change were made of the Elements by the words 
of Conſecration, then the a& of the Apoſtles was manifeſtly 
different from the command of Chriſt whereon it was founded. 
For nothing can be clearer from the Text, than that our Sa- 
viour gave the Bread, and commanded them to take and eat, 
(that 1s, Bread) the words of its Conſecration being not yet 
pronounced, If then they did eat another ſubſtance and not 
Bread, who can truly ſay that they fulfilled the Commandment 
of the Lord, or Received the Sacrament according to his 


order ? 
D I. 10. As 
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[28] 
F. ro. As to the Deſign in this moſt Sacred: Inftitution, it 
appears. to be the ſame in relation unto Chriſtians as that of 
the Paſſover was unto the Fews., That as they did believe in a 
Meſſrs that was to come, and of whom their Sacrifices were 
but Types and Shadows, and ſo were partakers of the Sacrifice 
that he was to offer, by cating of thoſe Sacrifices that did Ty- 
pically repreſent it : So we that now believe'in a Mefſras al- 
ready come, ſhould in a parallel manner become Partakers of 
the ſame Oblation, and by an: external act like unto what 
they did in every Circumſtance, we ſhould obtain the benefit 
of that propitiatory Sacrifice, and really and truly be made 
Partakers of it. And therefore our Saviour Chriſt appointed 
that Bread and Wine ſhould be received by his Diſciples in the 
place and ſtead of | his Body and Blood; which were the real 
Sacrifice that he offered unto God for Man, and very impro- 
per things to be actually eaten or drank-by Chriſtians; and 
thereforethe'calls the Bread his Body, and the Wine his Blood, 
' not as being really the things themſelves, but as Inſtituted by 
him to repreſent them to us. So that by a due participation 
of theſe Creatures. according unto Chrifts appointment, it is 
. certain that all Chriſtians are partakers of that Sacrifice which 
he offer”d -to God for them; 'and the Bread and Wine being 
duly Conſecrated and Received in the nature of a Sacrament. 
the Body and. Blood of Chriſt is really and truly received by 
the Faithful in them 5 not that the Elements are changed in 
themſelves, or that there is any real alteration of their ſyh- 
ſtance; bnt the act is Spiritual in reſpect of the Receivers, who 
take them not for, Food, but as a Myſtery in Religion ; and 
therefore they do not receive them in their common notion as 
they are Bread and Wine, that 1s, proper Food to nouriſh or 
{uſtain the Body, but as they reprefent the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, and are appropriated by Faith to nouriſh and ſupport 
the Soul. And ſince then this eng m_ ordained to become 
Cs a Sacrifice to Chriſtians, as St. Augy- 
4 x ; YE Ota Tg ſtine tell us, 4 and that thoſe Parrinrchs 
de Civit, Dei. 1. 17. cap. 5. Tom..5. of old who believed in a Meſſtas that 
col. 954. was to come, were as actual Partakers 


ba ne pace Oat nr, T0 of that Sacrifice which he hath offered 


menta ills fuerunt, in figris diverſaſunr, 35 WE CAN be: For they all eat the ſame 
in re gag ſignificatur paria ſunt. Ibid. in {piritual Meat, and they all drank the 
Johan, TraR, 26. Tom, 9. col. 228. ſame 
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fame ſpiritual Drink, 1 Cor. x. 3. Neither 1s- there Salva- 
tion in any other, A&s iv. 12. And yet it was impoſlible that 
they ſhould eat the Fleſh of Chriſt and drink his Blood accord- 
ing to the Letter, becauſe his Body was not framed yet, nor 
actually born : Ir 1s therefore rational to conclude that we are 
{till Partakers of the Body and Blood of Chriſt in the ſame man- 
ner that they were, not in a Literal but a Spiritual participa- 
tion, Since the reception of them by Faith only was fully ſut- 
ficient to the Salvation of the one, and therefore is all that 15 
neceſlary to the Salvation of the other. 

8. 11. And this gives us a fair light into the reaſon or occa- 
ſion of this Figurative Expreſſion; in that the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt being Inſtitated by our Saviour in the place of the 
Fewiſh Paſſover, which was now to be aboliſhed, many of 
the External Rites were ſtill retained, to ſhew that all thoſe 
Types are now compleated : And therefore as it was uſual 
at the introduction of the Paſchal Lamb, for the Prieſt or ſome 
other of the Company to tell the People that this is the Lamb 
that was flainin Egypt, when the Lord paſled over the houſes of 
our Fathers, and flew the Egyptians - And again, after Supper 
was ended (diſtributing Bread and Wine to every one in or- 
der) was wont to tell them, Thus is the Bread of Sorrow which 
our Fathers eat in Egypt : Whereas all Men know that it could 
not poſlibly be that very Lamb that was ſlain, nor that very 
Bread that was caten in Egypt, but another Lamb, and other 
Bread Inſtituted by God's order in the ſtead ' or commemora- 
tion of it :. So our. Saviour likewiſe at the Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament uſing the ſame Phraſe upon the like occaſion, ought 
to be underſtood in the ſame manner of expreſſion. And ſince 
it was in conformity to their conſtant way of ſpeaking, that 
when he Inftituted Bread and Wine to be Received by Chri- 
ſtians in the Commemoration of his own death, as that Lamb 
was of the Paſsover, he faid of the Bread This #s my Body, and 


' of the Wine This is my Blood, *we are to underſtand by it no 


more than if he had told us, that they are Elements Sacramen- 
tally to be Received in the ſtead and commemoration of his Bo- 
dy and Blood. So that although there 1s nothing Corporeally 
upon the Table after the Conſecration but the ſame things that 
were there before, nor eaten by the Receivers, but very Bread, 
with the very ſame ſubſtance that it always had : Yet in the 

CLERIC i, . -. notion 
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notion of a Saerament, and as a Religious Myſtery, it 1s not to' 
be received as meer or common Bread by any true or faithful 
Chriitian. But we verily believe that the Sacrifice of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt is actually and truly partaken of in thoſe 
Elements; and as the Church of England Emphatically expreſ- 
ſes it, The Body and Blood of Chriſt are verily and mdeed taken and 
Received by the Faithful in the Lord*s-Supper. 

&. 12. This you cannot but know to be the Dodrin: of the 
Sacrament as it is received inthe Church of England ; and if 
you will conſult Antiquity you ſhall find that 1c hath not only 
been the general Doctrin of the Univerſal Church, but par- 

6s Ae ticularly of the Church of Rome in former Ages. For the An- 
tum panem EET Fathers generally ſpeak 25 of the Spiritual and Figurative 
& diftribu- Being of Chriſt's Body in the Sacrament, and do expreſly call 
rum diſci- the ſame thing at the ſame time both Bread, and the Body 
pulis corps of Chriſt, which is impeſlible to be a truth in the Literal 


— up ſenſe, and therefore it is neceſlary to underſtand 1t Myſtically 


corpugmeum OT reject thoſe expreſſions as falſe and incongruous. And 1t 1s 
dicendo, alſo obſervable in other places, when ſome of them fly higher 
2d eft, fig: jn their Rhetorical expreſlions, and to enffame the-Zeal, or 
ra COPTP to raiſe the Devotion of their Auditors, who were apt to think 


.Tercul k ; 
aw , toogrolly of this Sacred Ordinance, ſeem to expreſs this change 


Marcion, 
}. 4. cap. 40. p-733. edit. Rothomag. 1662, ; 

Nec panem reprobavit, quo ipſum corpus ſuum repr eſentat, etiam in ſacraments proprits 
egens mendicitatibus creatis. Ibid, Lib. 1. cap, 14. pag. 624. 

Nam qaando Dominus corpus ſunm panem wocat, de multorum granorum adunatione conge- 
flum, populum noftrum quem portabat indicat adunatum ; & quando ſangutnem ſuum vinum 
arpellat de botris atque acinis plurimis expreſſum atque in unum coaftum 3 gregem item no- 
ftrum ſignificat commixtione adunate muliitudinis copulatum, Cyprian. ad Magn, Ep, 75. 


ag. 209. | NN ns 
, Vita unicuique erit corpus Of ſanguis Chriſti, ſi quod in ſacramerto viſibiliter ſumitur, in 
iþſa veritate ſpiritualiter manducetur, ſpiritualiter bibatur, Auguſt, de verb. Apoſt. Serm. 2. 
Tom. 19. col, 250. 

Oftendit ipſe Dominus quid fit non ſacramento tenus, ſed revera corpus Chrifti manducare to 
ex ſanguinem bibere, hoc eſt enim in Chriflo manere, ut in 11lo maneat && Chriſtus, Ibid, de 
Civit. Lei L, 5. cap. 25. Tom. 5. col. 1313. 

Ac per hoc qui non manet in Chriſto, Gy in quo nin manet Chriſtus, . proculdubio nec mandu- 
cat ſptritualiter carnem ejus nec bibit ejus ſanguinem, licet carnaliter CF viſibiliter premat den- 
ribus ſacramentum corporis CT |arguinis Chriſti, Ibid. 1n Juhan, Tra, 26, Tom, 5. col. 230, 

Ille infiruxit poſtea duodecem oF ait ills, wverba que locutus ſum vobis ſpirits eft to una, 
\Spiritualtter intelltgite quod lacutus ſum, Non hoc corpus quod videts manducaturt efiis, gy 
dibituri illum ſanguinem quem fuſuri ſunt qui me crucifigent. Sacramentum aliquod vobis come 
mendavi, ſpiritualiter intelletum wivificabit vas. Er ſi neceſſe ct itllud uiſibiliter celebrari, 
eportes tamen invilibiliter inteNigi. Ibid, Enar, in Pſalm 96. Tom, 8, col, 1165, 
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[ 21 ] 
which you deſire. I fay it is obſer- 
vable, that they often ſpeak *® not only 
beyond the truth and all that we be- 
lteve, but even the very utmoſt that 
you your ſelves will own ; and conſe- 
quently there 1s no reliance upon ſuch 
expreſſions, as ſhew not the Faith but 
the Fancy. of their Author. Nay, al- 
though 1t 1s apparent that the Roman 
Miſſjal hath been alter*d ſince the days 
of.St. Ambroſe, ?7 to make it more con- 


formable to your preſent Dodarin : Yet 


there is a memorable expreſſion ſtill re- 
tained 1n It, in the very Prayer of Con- 
ſecration, wherein the Ancient Do- 


* Ipſum 1g11ur wides, ipſum tangis, 
ipſum comedu. Lingua cruentatur hoc 
admirabili ſanguine. Chryſoſt. in 


Mat, Hom. 83, fol. 1450. Edit. Baſil, 


Quam preclarws eft caliz iſte, quam 
religioſa eft hujus pots ebrietas? cruci 
heremus, ſanguinem ſugimus, (F intra 
ipſa. redemptoris noftri uulnera figimus 
linguam, Author libr. De caena 
Domin1 1n oper, Cyprian, inſert, 
Pag. 466, 


7 Fac nobis hanc oblationem aſcrip- 
tam, rationabilem, acceptabilem, quod 
eft Figura corporis (F ſanguinis Domini 
nftri Feſu Chriſti, Ambroſ. de Sa-- 
crament, L.4. . cap, 5, 


ctrin 1s ſufficiently apparent. For it 1s certain that no Man 
wow'd ever pray to God to grant him leſs than he expected to 
receive, and yet it is obvious that (although they pretend to a 
Tranſubſtantiation, yet) they deſire no more there than what 
we Pray for who do not believe it, Their words are theſe, 
Quam oblationem tu Deus in omnibus quaſumus ut benedictam, &C, 
Facere dignerts, ut nobis corpus & ſanguts fiat dilediſſumi Filts 
tw, &c. Which Oblation 'we beſeech thee O God to vouch- 
ſafe to render bleſſed, @c. that it may become to us the Budy 
and Blood of thy moſt Beloved Son, &c. Since then the dift- 
ference on debate is this, whether the Elements in the Sacra- 
ment are changed as to their ſubſtance, and ſo really made the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt i» ſe, in themſelves (as the Church 
of Rome aſlerteth) or whether without any ſuch Change or Al- 
teration of their Subſtance they become Spiritually or Sacra- 
mentally ſo Nobis, to us, who do Receive by Falth the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt in them (as the Church of England doth 
expreſs it) I fay it is ſufficiently apparent that the Compoſers 
of the Roman Miſſal have delivered their Opinion tor us, to 
be the ſame with that of the Church of England, and not with 
the preſent Church of Rome. . So that the Ancient Doctrin of 
that Church is evidently for us, and whatever .1s profeſt 11 
point of Faith upon other occaſions, yet the truth in this place 


ſo far prevalleth as to be openly aſſerte 


Celebrated among you. 


d, whenever Maſs 1s 


g. 1:3. Bur. 


c=> 
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S. 13. But . laſtly, this 1s not only the voice of Men, 
but agreeable to the Declaration of Chriſt himſelf, who di- 
res all Chriſtians not to underſtand lim on this ſubje& in a 
Literal Senſe, but to expound his words Sprritually, as contain- 
ing a Myſtery. For in the ſixth Chapter of St. Johws Goſpel 
he is very expreſs as to the nature and deſign of this his Holy 
Inſtitution, as moſt of the Ancient DoQors have always under- 
ſtood him ( though *®* Bellarmine for 
ſpecial Reaſons 1s of another Opinion ) 
inſomuch that if any Text of Scripture 
ſoundeth fair for Tranſubſtantiation, it 
is to be lookt for in that Chapter. But 
we find in the concluſion, that this was never intended by our 
| Saviour. For when his Diſciples were offended at his Do- 
29 Ennar, trin, apprehending fooliſhly (as St. Auguſtine obſerves) 2 that 
in P/al.95 they muſt be Canibals in order to be Chriſtians, as if the eat- 
x ww ing of humane fleſh was to be a Rite in their Religion ; he recti- 
© fies their thoughts, and explains his meaning fully, v. 63; ſay- 
ing, it is the Spirit that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing. 
The words that I ſpeak unto you they are Spirit, and. they are 
*Locoprins ©ife 5 that Is as * St. Auguſtine expounds it, they are fſpiritual- 
eitato, 1y to be underſtood by you, as. containing a Myſtery that will 
Se&. 12. hereafter be apparent in the Inſtitution of a Sacrament that will 
explain them. And therefore it is obſervable that St. Paul 
calls the Euchariſt Bread, and not the Body of Chriſt, but as it 
is received, The Bread which we break, 1s it nat the Com- 
munion of the Body of Chriſt * For we being many are one Bread 
and one Body, for we are all Partakers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. 
x. 16, 17. and in the following Chapter, v. 26, 27, 28. even 
after an account given of the Conſecration of it, yet he is ſtill 
expreſs in calling it Bread ; and if words are to be underſtood 
always in a literal ſenſe, when no abſurdity doth follow, the 
Miſſal faith the ſame thing in the Prayer after Conſecration, 
calling 1t Panem ſantum vite eternz, the Holy Bread of 
Eternal Life. All which would ſtrangely derogate from the 
nature of the thing, if it were ChriſPs Body, and not Bread 
which they diſcourſe of. But this is confirmed beyond all diſ- 
putation. by that expreſſion of our Saviour atthe Inſtitution of 
it, Do this in remembrance of me, For as often as ye eat 
tins Bread and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lords Death *till 


he 


23 Non eft Controverſia an in toto ca- 
pite agatur de Eichariſtia ., conſtat 
enim non ita eſſe, Bellarm. de Eu- 
char, L. 1. Cc. 5. 
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come, 1 Cor. x1. 26. Since firſt 3 it. 
contradicts the common form of ſpeak- 
ing to remember a preſent Obje& that 


”s Nemo recordatur nſr quod in pre- 
ſentia non eft poſitum. Aug. in Pſalm. 
37, Tom. 8, c. 312, 


ſtands before us, when we cannot make Refletions thus but 
upon abſegt things : Aad ſecondly, if Chriſt ſhould actually 
come whenever the Sacrament 1s Adminiſtred, then that Holy 
Inſtitution is no longer to continue, being to determine on 


our Saviour*s coming ; eſpecially when 
we know 3* that it 1sno rarity, even in 
the Scripture,for a thing that repreſents 
or ſignifies another to bear the name or 
title of the thing repreſented. 


3" Solet autem res que "rnificat 
ejus ret nomine quod flgnificas i 1 
cuparti, Aug, In Levit, quzſt. 57, 
Tom, 4, col. 220, 


F. 14. If then, Sir, there is no advantage to a Chriſtian in 
the Carnal Manducation of the Body of Chriſt (as I ſuppoſe 
you will confeſs) and it is evident to all Men that in point of 
Faith, and as a Sacrifice, the Body and Blood of Chriſt are as 
really and truly received by the Faithful in the Church of 
England, as in the Church of Rome: You muſt needs acknow- 
ledge then that in this Point of Faith and Worſhip you have 
gotten no advantage bythe change of your Religion ; but ra- 
ther on the contrary in the Rules of your Devotion, you ha- 
zard your Salvation upon an Opinion that may be falſe, and 
more than probably is ſo, for none, not the leaſt advantage if 
it ſhould be true. For if thoſe Elements ſhould not be changed 
by their Conſecration according to your Fancy (and you know 


that beſides all the reaſons that can be 
offered againſt it, 3® there are a multi- 
tude of Circumſtances that may obſtruct 
their Change) groſter Idolatry cannot 
be committed than Men are daily guilty 
of in Worſhiping the Hoſt. And if 
you will believe Conſterus in his judge- 
ment on the Caſe, and it is reaſonable. 
to allow him well acquaited with your 
Doctrin, you will find 33 that your 
Publick Devotion in this point of Wor- 
ſhip doth exceed the very. Heathens in 
their greateſt  Idolatry. And yet on 
the other hand, "if thoſe Elements ſhould 
be changed as (you unreaſonably believe, 


2 Poteſt autem defefus contingere - 
ex parte materie conſecrande, (y ex 
parte forme adhibende, do ex parte 
miniſtri conficientis, . Quicquid enim 
horam deficit, ſcilicet, materia debita, 
forma cam intentione, Of ordo ſacerds- 
taljs mn conficiente, non conficitur ſacra- 
m:ntum, Miflal. Roman. De defcR..in 
celebratione Miffar. Se&., 1. 

33 $1 non detar Tranſuft anttatio, tale- 
rabilpr foret earum error, qui pro Deg. 


colunt flatuam auream, quo modogentiles 


Deos ſuos venerabantur, vel pannum ru> 
brum in haſtam elevatum,gued de Lappis 
acitur, vel viva animalia, ut quindam 
Egyptit, quam eorum qui fruſtulum pa - 
ns 4.10rant, Conſter,.Enchirid.controv. . 


& 
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but no Man.can-prove by. ſolid Argument) it is alſo-evident 


that our reception of them by Faith 1s every way as valid, as 
beneficial, and as effectual to Salvation, as can be imagined -in 
-your Carnal Manducation. Since it 1s the Spirit-that quickneth, 
and the Fleſh profiteth nothing ; and it 1s not any aftion of the 
Body, but the purity and ſincerity of the Mind and Soul that 
God reſpeas in any Holy Exerciſe ; and therefore it is this a- 
lone that ought to be regarded, which unites a Man to Chriſt, 
and brings down God's Gifts and Graces on him, by a due re- 
ception of that Holy Sacrament 
8. 15. But notwithſtanding all this, if you continue poſitive in 
+2 Theſ. this Opinion, and will reſolutely adhere unto that *Man of Sin 


1. 3,4 that Exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, contradi&- 


ing the Ordinances of Chriſt with a Neu Obſtante to his Inſtitu- 

tion of them : And that ſitteth as God in the Temple of God, 
impoling Laws and Reſtrictions upon the Conſciences of Men : 

In ſo much that you may rationally ſuſpect your ſelf to have fal- 

+ 1bid, len into the ſtate of thoſe unhappy Perſons to whom *God hath 
v, IT» ſent a ſtrong deluſion that they ſhould believe a lye, and obſti- 
nately maintain theſe apparent Contradictions againſt all the 

force both of ſenſe and reaſon : That I may abate at leaſt your 
fondneſs for this error, or reſtrain that practice that againſt the 

Law of God is founded on it, I will offer my ſecond Propoſition 

alſo to be conſidered, That if thoſe words of Chriſt (This 15 my 

Body) were to be taken in the literal ſenſe, as effecting ſuch a 

change as againſt ſenſe and reaſon 1s aſſerted, to make the Pro- 

poſition literally true: Yet I fay they will neither juſtzhe your 

practice in worſhiping the Hoſt, ngr maintajn-the Docrin of 

the Church of Rome, as by the Council of Trext it is taught and 
explained. For it is plain that thoſe words of Chriſt inthe moſt 

34 Here literal ſenſe that they can bear, can have no relation farther 

at once 5s than to his Body only, and this too in the moſt ſtrict and limit- 
Inſtitute &q notion of a Sacrifice, wherein Mankind are made Partakers 


_ ” of it; Since (as your ſelves confeſs) 34 the deſign of the Inſtitu- 


a Sacra- | 

ment. A Sacrifice in that it is ordained to continue the memory of Chriſt's death and obla- 
tion upon the Croſs, and the application of the general virtue thereof to our particular neceſſities, 
by conſecrating the ſeveral Elements, not into Chriſt's whole Perſon as it was born of the Virgin, 
or now is in Heaven, but the Bread into his Body apart, as betrayed, broken, and given for us; 


the Wine into his Blood apart, as ſhed out of his Body for Remiſſion of Sins, and dedication of 


the New Teftament, which be the Conditions of his Perſon, as he was in ſacrifice and oblation, 
Annorcations on the New Teſtament Publiſhed at Rhems, on Mat, xxvi, 26. 


tion 
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tion was only this, that all Men might become Partakers by it 
of the Sacrifice which Chrift offered upon the Altar of- the 
Croſs, when he made a full atonement for the Sins of the 
whole World. Now we know that the nature of a Sacrifice is 
ſuch, that it muſt be flain before it can be offered ; and con= 
ſequently then this Body of Chriſt (into which you do bclieve 
that the Elements are changed) muſt be dead as well as broken, 
and totally abſtracted or ſeparated from the Soul, as it was of- 
fered up in Sacrifice to God 3 and how this Body then in this 
very ſtate and notion can be a proper Object for Divine Wor- 
ſhip, is a thing that deſerves to be very well conſidered. For 
it 1s very evident that it doth not contain the eſfence of a Man, 
ſince that conſiſts chiefly in his rational Soul that 1s departed 
from it, and to which St. Auguſtine tells | 
us 35 that the Divinity was united. And * Pofiquam enim a Fud. is in cruce 
therefore though all his Sufferings in ſ#/penſus of OT __ » 
the Fleſh are truly attributed to him as "= /«< Promitars anima 4 OR 


funda deſcendit. Aug. Serm. 137+ 

the Son of God, becauſe it was Chriſt «ng , 1©. ry 899, i _ 
that ſuffered, who really was that Sa- ? DO 
cred Perſon, yet when we fſay that he F 4 oe . : f jriftue | agg. 19 
was buried, it is an improper way of ; 1 i 0. ani 

? . Ibid, de Anima, 
ſpeaking (as that 3* Father obſerves) hg 4 4 7. col. 7 8, 
and doth expreſs no more but the bu- 


rial of his Body only, ſince it 1s evident that it was not the 
\ Perſon of Chriſt, but only his Body that was ſubjed& to that 
Paſſion. We generally look upon it as an infinite condeſcen- 
tion in Almighty God that he united his Divine unto our Hu- 
man Nature even in its greateſt purity and perfe@tion : But to 
expect that this Divinity ſhould be immediately united unto 
the groſſer part of Man, even his Body or Carcaſs, when 
his Rational Soul is ſeparated from it, and when you cannot 
truly ſay that even the Human Nature continues extant there ; 
And much more to believe then that any Prieſt whatſoever 
can effect this condeſcention at his pleaſure, and by the intro- 
duction of a Material Subſtance only unite the Divine Nature 
to the accidents of Bread and Wine ; which muſt then be in- 
herent in the whole Suppoſitum, or ſubſiſt by themſelves, and 
ſo ceaſe to be Accidents : Theſe are thoughts too hard to be 
entertained of God, except he himſelf in every Circumſtance 
had expreſly declared and promivgd it in Scripture. The _ 
E Cl 
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cil of Trent therefore to avoid this dif- 


_ quu negaverit mn Sacraments ficulty, 37 hath joyned the Soul of 
contineri vers realiter & Jubſtantiali- Chriſt together with his Body, to ac- 


ter corpus (5 nem ut 1m; 
G divinitate Domini n:tri Jeſu Chriſti, 


[anguimem ung cum amms company his Divinity inthe Sacrament : 


&c, Anathema ſit. Con: Trid, Seſf. Inſomuch that I have heard a Doctor of 
3, Can. 1, 


Laws of that Communion declare, that 

he believed that the Hoſt after its Con- 
ſecration was as rational, diſcurſive, and viſible as.any Man. 
But on what Authority all this Confidence 1s founded, I profeſs 
I am in the dark as to its diſcovery. For take thoſe words of 
Chriſt (this 1s my Body) in any ſenſe that they can bear, 
and certainly nothing more than the Body of Chriſt can be ex- 
preſt in them (beſides their Myſtical fignification) and if you 
will limit this unto the notion of a Sacrifice, as I ſhewed 
you muſt, that will infer directly that his Soul muſt be exclu- 
ded from it. And ſurely then whoſoever he is that pretends 
to Miracles, to act not only beyond the Power and the very 
Conceptions of a Man, but even directly againſt all ſenſe and 
reaſon ; He ought to produce at leaſt the Commiilion that 


God hath given him for to do ſuch things, with ſich 


. ample Clauſes and Expreſſions in it as confer that Power be= 


yond all exception: Otherwiſe Men cannot believe him that he 


1s ſent by God, but will undoubtedly rejet him, and deſpiſe 


his Do&rin. The Conſequence then 1s this, That even the 
moſt literal ſenſe of ChriſPs words being granted, yet the Con- 
ſecrated Hoſt 15 not to be adored : But this conſtant praftice of 


Worſhiping it at Maſs 1s a Crime not juſtifiable in any Chri- 


ſtian, being directly contrary to the firſt Commandment in the 
Law,and our Saviours Confirmation of it in the Goſpel ; where 
he hath expreſly commanded us in theſe unqueſtionable terms, 
Thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Mat. 1v,.-10.- ht: 

8. 16, There 1s one thing more that is obſervable in this 
branch 'of your Devotion, which I think my ſelf obliged to 
make Remarks o0n,and that-1s the general ſtate of the Congrega- 


tion when the Maſs is Celebrated before them. For the Sacra- 


ment being daily Adminiftred- in the fight of all the People. 
there appears an eminent danger even in going to. Maſs, with- 


out ſuch a Preparation for it as befits a Worthy Communicant : 
- Since ut you conſider ſeriouſly the Feaſt which the King made at 


his 


| | ; ] 


his Son's Wedding, as it 1s related in the Parable, Mat.xxii.2.and 
15 generally underſtood to repreſent the Bleſſed Sacrament 
wherein Chriſt is moſt eſpecially united unto his Church : - You 

will find that the Perſon who 1s there Condemned was guilty of 

no other Crime or Miſdemeanour but in coming tothe Marriage 
without a Wedding Garment. For it doth not appear that he 

{o much as fat down among the Gueits, or was any-wiſe a Par- 
taker of the Wedding Feaſt : But his Indictment is for his pre- 
ſumption, 1n daring to come in without a proper dreſs, and 

for that alone he was Condemned to miſery; In the Primitive 
Church therefore we find this miſchief moſt cautiouſly pre- 
vented, and that 35 whenever the Ce- 

lebration of the Sacrament began, one *® Nullus Catechumenus, nullus an- 
of the Deacons ſtood up and Exhorted #4797, miles infidelis, nullus hereticus, 
all Perſons that were unfit for to re- Ve, Moerhs recharge, 1 oo 
celye it, to retire. So that inſtead of apoſt, 
the common notion that 1s received a- 

mong the People, that in the Maſs a Sacrifice is offered for all 

that are preſent at it : There 1s oftner a danger than an advan- 

tage in ſuch an attendance.,and inſtead of takingaway, it rather 

adds unto their Sins : Since all Men know that the Sacrament 
cannot be beneficial but only unto thoſe that worthily re- 
celve it, -as its very Inſtitution, Nature, and Promiſes do ma- 
nifeſt : But it 1s very injurious unto all Spectators that are not 

duly qualified for to joyn in the Communion. 

8. 17. I could eafily run up this my Letter to a Volume with 

ſuch like Obſervations upon other Particulars, wherein you 

now profeſs to differ in Opinion from me; As the Adminiſtra- 

tion of the Sacrament in one Kind only, directly contrary to 

our Saviour's Inſtitution, Mat. xxvi. 27. your Publick Prayers 

in an unknown tongue, againft the expreſs Doctrin of St. Paul, 

1 Cor, XIV. 28. your Praying to Saints and Angels in oppolition: 

to God's Law, and the praftice of his Servants, Mat. iv. 10. 
Revel. Xx1i. 8. and your Worſhiping of "Images againſt the ex- 
preſs letter of the ſecond Commandmefit. Bur theſe are I hope 
ſufficient to my preſent Deſign, both to difcover fully your diſ- 
advantage in your change, and to clear thoſe miſtakes which 
were the occaſion of it: To ſhew you plainly how continually 

you ſtand expoſed to danger in that Profeſſion wherein you are; 

and that even your own Notions being granted as far as the 
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words can bear,. yet you are daily guilty of a moſt grievous Sin; 
and this not altogether in a carelefs run of irregular practice, 
but in the Solemn AQs of your Publick Devotion ; and yet all 
this miſchief you have drawn upon you gratis, without any the 
leaſt proſpe@ of an imaginaryBeneht, there being no advantage 
which you-can pretend to now, that you did not as fully and as 
clearly enjoy before you were perſwaded for to alter your Reli- 
gion. I will not therefore preſs you with any farther Arguments 
to return, to renew your firſt love, and to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance ; ſince I have reaſon to hope that you will 
never ſhut your eyes againlt the light, nor obſtinately withſtand 
your own Salvation. But when you ſeriouſly confider,. and 
carefully weigh the Arguments that are offered to you, and 
have ſtritly examined the Principles of your Religion with a 
Rational indifference, and a Chriſtian diligence, that that 
Grace of God that hath influenc'd your former Practice, will 
be now as effective in enlightning your Underſtanding : And 
ſince it is no ſhame to err, but to perſiſt in error ; the one he- 
ing the produt& of infirmity, but the other of perverſeneſs ; 
You will demonſtrate your ſincerity in what you have done, 
by embracing of the truth on the conviction of your Conſcience. 
And that the God of truth may direct you in the right way to 
Heaven, and Happineſs; and by the influence of his Holy Spirit 
ſhew you clearly what is right, and what 1s true, and what 
that Orthodox Divine Faith is, which he requires in every 
Chriſtian ; This is the hearty and the conſtant Prayer of 


SIR, 
Your moſt Real and Faithful 


Friend and Servant m Chriſt, 


Cork, the 29th of 
December, 1691. 


R. D. 
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